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ACTORS A PART OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Hazuirr says “footmen are a part of Chris- 
tianity! They mimic their superiors and 
bask in the sunshine of their own idleness, 
considering themselves, in self-importance, 
above the common rabble of mankind— 
generally termed by some of our elite the 
eanaille.”” 

What then shall we say of our actors and 
actresses, whose daily bent it is to mimic the 
world from the prince to the peasant, from 
the state of royalty to the lowliness of 
the humbler classes? Even the animal 
ereation, so far as the canine species, are 
not exempt from their personations. And 
in our pantomimes the early bird crows 
with noisy delight to the sometimes dis- 
agreeable disturbance of those younger 
ehickens who are the claimants of being 
biped. Thus actors, in our idea, must re- 
present a considerable part of Christianity, 
as well as a due proportion of humanity and 
creation ; and, certainly, apart from the 
fawning of footmen well calved out, and the 
scraping of those in livery, with a badge 
inferring “I serve!” Actors are decidedly 
a special part of Christianity ; they “hold, 
as ’twere, the mirror up to nature; shew 
virtue her own feature, scorn her own 
image, aud the very age and body of the 
time, its form and feature.” We are not, 
however, prepared to say that actors are 
always so endowed with wisdom, like the 
man of Islington, who, as the legend im- 


ports, “‘ was wondrous wise, 
He jumped into a quickset hedge and scratched out both 
his eyes, 
And when he found his eyes were out, with all his might 
and main 
He jumped into a quickset hedge and scratched them in 
again ad 





but they can none of them be decided num- 
skulls; thoy must have some wit, tact, 
power of comprehension, and wisdom in 
them if only to acquire the successive know- 
ledge of their parts, as well as to deliver 
themselves of them; and all of them pos- 
sess talent, more or less, notwithstanding 
the severity of some of our critics, who look 
upon nothing but perfection with a favour- 
able eye. If we cannot get an Edmund 
Kean to wheedle us into a good humour by 
his vocal artifices, we must content ourselves 
with a Charles Kean, who, we do not hesi- 
tate in saying, is as worthy a son as he is a 
resemblance in talent to his father. 

Since the “ retirement” of the “eminent” 
Mr. Macready, it has been a difficult point 
to decide who shall claim the honour of 
mounting the throne of his eminence. It 
certainly is a point not to very readily de- 
cided upon by the sceptical many, though 
B. W. W. would exalt Mr. Charles Kean to 
that dignity; there is a general goodness, 
a masterly effect, and a perfectness of de- 
velopment, in his personations that deserve 
it. His claims in support of the drama, too, 
are equal to those of Mr. Phelps or Mr. 
Benjamin Webster. The retirement of this 
latter gentlemen from the management of 
the Haymarket we look upon with regret. 


But actors— 
“ As they live to please must please to live,” 


and we therefore leave the million, in this 
respect, to their own opinion, although we 
nevertheless proffer ours. 

To return to our primeval reverie—abouc 
actors being a part of Christianity, and, con- 
sequently, the reversionists of footmen : 
words “ hot i’ the mouth,” passions exalted, 
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affection evinced, indifference proclaimed, | then claim the rite of being critics. One 
honour displayed, scorn mooted, love tu- | thinks the performance, as a whole,~all that 
tored, jealousy mixturalized, and all the | could be wished; another opines that Mr. 
other innumerable “ passions” with their |——, who played the principal part, was 
concomitants, form the stable part of and | deficient, and was in something wanting. 
are vended by the true actor. | Another, a malcontent, divines the whole 
It is considered by many that, such actors | entertainment as absurd, whilst the preju- 
as was in the age gone by, cannot possibly | diced hurls a volley of abuse at the leading 
be equalled by actors of the age that is— | performer, and treats the innocent endeavour 
nor probably by the age to come. This, | with such abuse as you might only treat an 
for the most part, is a kind of party-spirit | enemy: and nothing loth to bring him into 
and prejudice of attachment, as “ I saw —— | disrepute, would speak ill of him to all, and 
play Hamlet first, and I will not acknow- | rob him of his admirers, his celebrity, and 
ledge an after cotemporary to be his supe-| his name. There are many such. 
rior ;” and, perhaps, this feeling kindles, | « Good name in man and woman, 
instinctively of learning, more or less, in all | fe immediateJevel of ours ming 
our natures, 


*T was mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to thousands. 
It has been said that— But he that filehes from me my good name, 


Robs me of that which not enriches hin, 


“ Ifthe partridge had the woodcock’s thigh And makes mie poor indeod.” 


He'd be the best bird that e’er did fly.” 
No doubt. So with the actor—if he pos- 
sessed the qualities and attainments of a 
(in some respects) better one, keeping at 
the same time his own natural self and fire, 
he would be as the partridge would with the 
woodcock’s thigh ; but good things concen- 


The writer as, in common, witnessed 
many such abuses—from mere prejudicial 
attachments—vented at our greater actors, 
Some would outcry Kean and Anderson to 
laud Phelps ; and some would cast the 
latter gentleman—like the portrait of Sir 
Anthony—into the shade as a mere imi- 
tator and deny him the right or claim to 


genius at all. But such gallimaufried opi- 
our choice from the dishes presented to the | nions reign, generally, in the minds of those 


tastes of our palates, and be satisfied, even | who lack the ability to recognize their errors. 
though they be not wholly relishable. It is quite certain that all of our better ac- 

Having shown that actors represent a due | tors have their enemies as well as their 
proportion of Christianity as well as hu-| friends; each of whom are as zealous to 
manity, proceed we to see what is the desire | gain their end whether it be the motive of 
of an audience for entertainment, and in | the former to deteriorate or the desire of 
what manner they are generally disposed to | the latter to exact; and it is indeed to be 
reward those exponents who labour to di- | regretted that those actors who possess 


trated and amalgamated cannot always be 
had, therefore we must be content to take 





vert them. 


Compare an audience at the doors of a 
theatre to a calm sea that swells, rises, and 
sinks, and sinks and rises again and again, | 
until, gradually, it diverges into a perfect 
and tempestuous storm, which roars and 
foams until, bursting its boundaries, it makes 
an exit for its troubled waters; and the 
tide flows rapidly on through the opened 
and unconfined way. After this they be- 
come quietly settled in the theatre, and all 
is serene and calm again. The performance 
proceeds with their enthusiastic applause, 
and continues in favour till the conclusion, 
when not a “ rack is left behind,” but the | 
dim aspect of the recollection. 

The unlearned as well as the most erudite 








talent should by their worser devotees be 
injured—not only pecuniarily, but person- 
ally. And if we judge men as they are, in 
propria persone, we shall find in them some 
good qualities to admire notwithstanding 
that they may be weakened by comparisons; 
and disadvantaged by classification. 

B. W. W. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. — 








MARYLEBONE, 
Mr. E, T, Smirn, the proprietor of this 
theatre, as well as Drury Lane, is most 
active in producing, at both his houses no- 
velty. He having transplanted several of 
his best and favourite actresses from Drury 
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to the above theatre, amongst which are 
Mrs. Lewis, Fosbrook and Miss Fiest. We 
witnessed the performances here on Thurs- 
day last, which commenced with Knowles’ 
play of The Love Chase, most efficiently 
acted, indeed, the part of Constance, which 
was sustained by Mrs. Lewis, was one of 
the finest pieces of genteel comedy acting 
we have witnessed for years—quite equal to 
that of Mrs. Nesbit. Mrs. Lewis has many 
and great requisites for the stage—her per- 
son is rather above the middle stature, 
elegantly formed, small, but handsome fea- 
tures, with dark eyes and hair; her voice 
is sweet and melodious, and her general de- 
portment on the stage easy, graceful and 
lady-like ; her acting throughout was really 
that of a perfect artiste, apparently without 
study, being at the same time perfectly 
natural, and not in the least forced. If we 
select those scenes in which she excels most, 


** Fox Chase,” and the other with Wild- 
rake, where she mimics him and holds him 
up to ridicule for his foppery. Nothing 
could excel this lady’s acting in these two 
scenes, and the house applauded most 
enthusiastically in every part. Mrs. Fos- 
brook never played with better effect, and 
pretty Miss Fiest was innocent and pathetic. 
Wildrake was played by Mr. Frazer with 
very good effect, but we were sorry to find 
him labouring under a severe cold. Mr. 
Ranoe is a sterling sensible actor, and went 
through the character of Trueworth in a 
most efficient manner. Mr. J. W. Simp- 
son, as Sir W. Fondlove, was too feeble in 
his style, it wanted a little more of the 
hearty, bustling, flourish that poor Strick- 
land used to give it. The pantomime fol- 
lowed, in which Mr. and Mrs, Harvey 
appeared as Harlequin and Columbine to 
great advantage. Madlle. Harrison shines 
as Harlequina, and the Clowning of Signor 
Rochez is first-rate. The scenery was very 
splendid, The house was crowded in every 
part. 
STANDARD. 


Mrs. R. Honner has reappeared in Robert 
Le Grange, and.the new drama of The Last 
Words of Bill Jones continues to be acted 
nightly, The new harlequinade improves 
by repetition, and is really one of the best 
we have seen this season. So delighted are 











the audience with it and its scenic grandeur, 
that each evening Mr. Douglass is loudly 
called for to receive the congratulations of 
the audience upon the very decided success 
of this clever production. 
QUEEN'S. 
Tne new pantomime continues to draw 
houses crowded to the ceiling, and well 
merits the acclamation with which it is 
nightly greeted. The Clown is a droll 
fellow—the Columbine pretty and attractive 
—and the mise en scene brilliant in the ex- 
treme. Various novelties are announced as 
being in preparation. 
ADELAIDE THEATRE. 

We have again visited Mr. Woodin’s per- 
formances in what he terms his Carpet Bag 


and Sketch Book, being an instructo, gro- 
tesco, comico, pictorio, musico, and eccen- 


a+ + ex  trissimo entertainment, of an entirely novel 
they were those giving a description of the 


nature, illustrative of the men and manners 
of theage. This gentleman produces some- 
thing new every time we see him; he has 
certainly an immensity of fun and humour 
at his command. The characters are so 
numerous and novel that we cannot give an 
opinion which to admire most. The Scotch- 
man is excellent, the Greenwich Pensioner 
a true portrait, the Beef-eater at the Tower 
perfectly original, the Yankey hit off admir- 
ably, the eccentric old man quite noevl, the 
various {Fops of the day admirably Cari- 
catured, the female characters highly enter- 
taining. his imitation of London actors, 
exceedingly clever, his singing amusing—in 
short every one should go and see Woodin, 
if they wish to be entertained. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


NOTICE.—The Thirteenth Volume is now read; 
and may be had of the Publishers, 113, Fleet 
Street, Price 4s. 6d. 


B. W. W.—We have the M.S. by us and will 
place it as soon as we can. 


E, N. S.—The lady in question has been mar- 
ried to a gentleman, a teacher of langnages, 
He died in Paris, two years ago. There are 
no chi'dren. 


W. S.—We have such a quantity of letters this 
Week upon the “ Order System,” that it 
would be quite impossible to insert the whole, 
We shall, in all probability, take up the ques. 
tion ourselves in our next. 
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Iaco.—Mr, James Anderson’s height is five 
feet ten inches. His memoir is, we think, in 
our tenth volume. 
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The Theatrical Journal. 








WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19th, 1853. 


LIGHT COMEDIANS. 

Tue three best actors of genteel comedy on 
the boards are, W. Lacy, Wigan, and C. 
Matthews. This opinion is now so generally 
received, indeed, that its enunciation is little 
more than a truism. But we are inclined 
to be heterodox, insomuch that we reverse 
the position usually assigned to these clever 
actors, and hold that Lacy is the first. 
Wigan has not the spirit and vivacity of 
Lacy ; and Matthews, with great animation 
and humour, is a trifle too frothy. But, 
sparkling as Lacy is, there is substance and 
vigor in his style. Since Charles Kemble, 
who could not act Mercutio with anything 
like the talent of this excellent performer, 
and in Lord Foppington he is wnique. 

Wigan is not always equal in his acting. 
His M. Jacques was, perhaps, the very best 
of all his parts—equal to Barnett’s, and pro- 
bably not to be surpassed for pathos; but 
in point of humor and drollery he would not 
stand so high as his rivals. 

Charles Matthews is a clever, a very 
clever man, and no more; but that is as 
much as we can say of any artist alive, with 
two or three excptions. He has point, stage 
tact, and gentlemanly ease; yet we do not 
recognise genius in him, His father was 
universally acknowledged to be great in his 
peculiar walk ; Charles Matthews is just less 
than great. Why does he not play Farren’s 
old parts? We have no doubt he would do 
capital therein. 








AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 





SOHO THEATRE, 
Tue selection of comedies performed by the 
St. James’s Dramatic Society shews at once 
the tact of the managers of the club. On 
Tuesday, the 11th, was performed the ster- 





ling old comedy of John Bull; the cast was 
strong, and the comedy went off altogether 
wth eclat. Mr. G. Terry, as Peregrine, 
played with great truthfulness and feeling ; 
he was well up in the part and gave much 
satisfaction throughout his performance; we 
would hint to him not to forget to wear his 
gloves in various scenes, for we are sure if 
he went to visit Mary Thornbury at Hamp- 
stead Heath, he would go dressed for the 
occasion. Shuffleton could not have been 
in better hands than Mr. Willoughby’s, he 
made an excellent fribble and loitering fop ; 
his acting with Miss Mela told well. This 
amateur, if he may be considered so, would 
be a great acquisition to any of our regular 
theatres in such characters as the Honour- 
able Tom Shuffleton, and light comedy 
characters. Mr. G. Purday’s Sir Simon 
Rochdale is of the much-tc-be-admired and 
never-to- be-forgotton old school, a true re- 
presentation of the hearty old English gen- 
tleman. Mr. Blakeley acted Frank Rochdale 
respectably, but he wants a little more action 
and life to give effect to such parts as he 
generally undertakes. Mr. Murphy, as 
John Burr, was good, and the little Mr. 
Freeman had to do, as the servant, could 
not be done better. Mr. George, as Joe 
Thornberry, was good by bits—in many 
scenes he displayed considerable power and 
pathos, while in others he was very deficient 
in both—this we attribute to not being well 
up in the part. Mr. Munro is a pains-tak- 
ing and clever actor, he cannot do any part 
bad, and he always seems to understand the 
author; and for a Scotchman to undertake 
an Irish character, Dennis Brulgruddery, 
would seem contradictory, nevertheless he 
acted the part particularly well. Mr. Alex- 
ander, as Dan, was rather too knowing; a 
little more simplicity would have shewn the 
country bumpkin to better advantage. Lady 
Braymore was well sustained by Miss Mela, 
who made her first debut on this occasion, 
and who appears to have been well tutored, 
we shall be glad to see her in a more im- 
portant part. Miss Love was capitally made 
up for Mrs. Brulgruddery, and acted with 
her usual correctness. The Mary Thorn- 
berry of Mrs. Henderson cannot be spoken 
of in terms of too high praise; in the sen- 
timental parts she displayed unusual pathos, 
while in the affectionate scenes with her 
father she melted the audience to tears, and 
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the applause was unanimous. The farce of 
Young England followed, and went off with 
screaming laughter. Messrs. Reed, Wil- 
loughby, Mowbray, and Young, played into 
each others hands with much spirit. Misses 
Arnold, Montague, and Baddeley were 
equally good. The concluding farce was 


Mrs. White, which went off extremely well. 





AN IMMENSE LOSS! 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Twenty-Five Toovsanp Powunps drained 
from the treasury of the Lyceum Theatre, in 
five years, by orders issued from the press ? 
Is it possible? exclaim some of our readers. 
So avers the Dramatic Cocker of the above- 
named Theatre. That is to say, £25,000 
more would have been in the treasury if 
every one of the 100,000 who have been in 
with the press orders had paid their five 
shillings, which of course they would have 
done, but for the free admissions. And how 
was this very serious loss discovered, think 
you? Through an ungrateful critic, who, 
after being allowed to go in free, had the 
temerity to speak disrespectfully of the bur- 
lesque. When we say disrespectfully, we 
mean he spoke as his conscience dictated. 
He said the thing was flat, stale, &c. So it 
is, and but for the mise-en-scene it would not 
be worth sitting to see. Hence the squabble 
from which the public are likely to be very 
great gainers, in so far as having just criti- 
cisms on the entertainments provided for 
them, which has not hitherto been the case 
in the majority of instances, for this reason : 
an editor has, perhaps, a dozen free admis- 
sions for each theatre in the course of the 
week, which are excellent call-birds to wa- 
vering advertisers; thus they become to 
him a source of gain, and it would, indeed, 
be impolitic to condemn a piece, whether 
justly or not, and risk his privilege. So far 
Mr. Charles Matthews, in attempting to 
abolish the order system, is conferring upon 
the public a service ; but whether the man- 
agers will reap any benefit from it, time 
must prove. 

A puff in the dull season of the year is 
very acceptable, though of course unjust to 
the public ; but what matters that to the 
manager; the people eome to the house, 








they pay their money, and the majority, 
perhaps all, go away contented. And why? 
Because the papers have praised the pieces. 
Thus, it would seem, the press and the man- 
gers work into each others hands: the ques- 
tion now is, who can afford to be most 
independent and throw down the gauntlet 
for its liberty! Mr. Albert Smith was, we 
believe, the first to set the example of sus- 
pending the free list; but he could afford to 
do so, because he has obtained a reputation 
the press can neither increase nor disgrace. 
Are all managers in the same flourishing 
condition? If so, stop the order system, 
which is, certainly, not a good one, and 
trust to the patronagegf an unbiased public. 
At the same time cease charging the exorbi-. 
tant sum of one shilling for booking box 
seats, (paying for being a customer), and 
abolish the fees demanded by the bears that 
prowl about the boxes, for putting you into 
a seat where you can see what is taking 
place on the stage. These are the abuses 
that call loudest for reform. Is it not mon- 
strous that a person paying perhaps five or 
six shillings for admission, is compelled to 
grease the itching palm of the Cerberus that 
guards all the doors if he desires to obtain 
a comfortable seat. Thus the unfortunate 
visitor, under the existing rules, must pay 
extra, whether he books his seat or takes 
his chance of getting one; for if he resists 
he is stuck into one of the back-seats 
or anywhere else that is uncomfortable. 
It is in this the public is most concerned, 
and we trust now that the agitation has 
been commenced, it will not be suffered to 
subside until these scandalous extortions 
have been swept away. J.F.L, 

[We quite agree with our correspondent 
and intend taking up the subject at an early 
opportunity. —Epiror. | 





LITERARY AMATEURS, 

To the Evditor of the Theatrical Journal, 

Dear Sir—It was with much pleasure 
that I perused a letter on the above named 
subject in a prior number of your Journal, 
the suggestions contained in it are good, 
and, if carried out, would no doubt be bene- 
ficial to many whose talents are hidden from 
the eyes of an admiring public. 
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It might also be productive of much use | appeared last night at “* Nib/os.” Miss Eliza 
to the cause of the drama, by supplying it Logan a young actress of rare ability per- 
with novelties in the shape of farces, petite | formed the other night, supported by Mr. 
comedies, &c. | Neane, to miserable houses,—and so begins 

About three years ago, in conjunction with | the season of Mr. Thorne. Itis to be re- 
some friends, I endeavoured to establish an | gretted that Mr. Thorne is confined to his 
institution of that kind, and have still some | house by sickness, else his personal super- 
prospectuses left, which I should be most | vision would materially have changed the 
happy to send the writer of the letter, as he | face of matters. The company is very weak 
might be enabled tocull some useful hints and inefficient. To-night the celebrated 
from them, hoping that the matter will not |“ Bateman Children” commence an engage- 
end in smoke, but be taken up by some of! ment, and from all I hear, there will no 
your readers, and be brought to bear upon | doubt be a crowded house to see the little 





the subject. 

I should suggest a meeting be held, to 
consider the best way of establishing it, and 
a commitee elected; the Shakesperian Lite- 
rary Society would be a good name for the 
institution. 

Fearing that I have far exceeded the 
limits of my letter, and trespassed too much 
on your valuable paper. 

I remain, yours truly, 
THEsPIs 





WHITTINGTON CLUB. 

Tue subscribers of this club and those of 
their friends, non-subscribers, who chose to 
pay their shilling, had full value given to 
them on Thursday last; Miss Glyn was en- 
gaged by the managing committee to give 
one of her Shakesperian Readings: the 
large room was crowded by persons of both 
sexes, and apparently, from their dress, of 
the greatest respectability. On the lady 
coming forward, she was enthusiastically 
cheered from all parts of the room, which 
contained many hundreds. Among the com- 
pany we noticed Mr, C. Kemble, and a 
number of literary gentlemen. The play 
chosen was that of Hamlet—Miss Glyn de- 
lineated every character with a just concep- 
tion, and even went so far as to enact the 
characters of the Queen and Orphelia; she 
made astrong impression upon the audience, 
and was listened to with breathless attention, 
and when the audience applauded it was 
loud and long- 





AMERICAN THEATRICALS, 
Mapame Tuition performed only two 
nights here, and then, for some unexplained 
reason withdrew, ahd although underlined 
in the bills of the “New York Theatre,”— 


| wonders, The Wallack, opened his Theatre 

(late “‘Brougham’s Lyceum”) last night to 
"avery crowded and brilliant audience. The 
| company is fine,—Lester, W. R. Blake, E. 

Seguin Walcot, Brougham, C. Mason, Wal- 
| lack himself, Miss Kate Horn, Mrs. Blake, 

Mrs. Brougham, Mrs. Hale, and a long list 
| of others I cannot now remember, with 
| many new names promised, Mr. Wallack 
appeared between the comedy and farce, and 
was greeted with such a welcome as must 
have inspired and cheered him. 


PROVINCIALS. 


MANCHESTER,—THEATRE RoyAL.—The new 
| successful comedy of Young Husbands and the 
| pantomime, are still the attractions at this house, 
drawing crowded audiences every night. The 
pautomime improves nightly. 

QueEn’s THEATRE.—The pantomime at this 
theatre is still drawing thousands of delighted 
spoctators. The Clown, Dewhurst, keeps the 
audience ina state of langhter by his remarkable 
comic humour; indeed, the house is almost in 
complete hysterics from the commencement of 
the harlequinade to the close, We heartily re- 
commend all who have not yet availed them- 
selves of the opportunity of witnessing the 
Spirit of the Waters, to do so, as we can assure 
them they will be well pleased with the same, ° 


MEcuanics’ InstiTUTION—SATURDAY Even- 
ING ConceRTs.—These popular concerts still 
continue to give the greatest satisfaction, as is 
testified by the numerous assemblies who con- 
tinue to attend, On Saturday last the first part 
comprised selections from Wallace’s opera of 
“ Maritana.”” The principal vovalists being 








and Mr, Pigot, all of whom acquitted themselves 
in the most able manner. 


DuBLin.—THEATRE § Royat.—The panto- 
mime still runs on smoothly without the slightest 
indication of approximating dissolution. The 
house continues to fill nightly —Jullien’s Con- 








Miss Drayton, Miss C. Drayton, Mr. Bednal, | 
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certs, at the Rotunda, have been crowdedly and 
fashionably attended ; he gives his farewell per- 
formance previous to his sailing for America, on 
next Saturday evening. The new Lord Lien- 
tenant, the Earl of St. Germans, has commanded 
a grand full dress and fancy ball at the Rotunda, 
on the 7th of uext month, 


TneaTRe RovaL.—ABERDEEN.— Business 
continues good—an excellent working company 
—Mr. Paumier leading man, a great favourite, 
as also Mrs. Pollock, Mr. Pollock and Mr. Elliotr, | 
who takes the principal parts with great accept- 
ance to the playgoers of the City of Bonaccord, 


Mr. James Coox’s Circus closes this week, 
The company proceed to: Dundee. 


Miss FANNY KeMBLE gave two entertainments 
last week, the pieces selected for the “Readings’”’ | 
were Richard the Third and the Tempest, She 
was well received here. 


WuairenAven —Mr, J. Windsor has taken 
his theatre and is doing very well, the succes- | 
sion of novelties being continuous and the com- | 
pany well selected. Egerton Wilks’s play of 
The King’s Wager has been acted with great 
success. 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 








Mr. Ira AtprRip6GE is now at Berlin playing 
all his best characters to full houses, he has been 
introduced|to a great number of the nobility, and 
although he has a number of engagements pen- 
ding in England, he will not return till about 
September next. 

Princess’s.—This theatre will be closed on 
next Friday, in consequence of the first per- 
formance of Douglas Jerrold’s new comedy, 
called St, Cupid ; or, Dorothy's Fortune, before 
her Majesty, Prince Albert, and a select party 
at Windsor Castle. Perhaps this is the only in- 
stance—it is. at least, the first in modern times— 
of a dramatic piece intended for public repre- 
sentation being performed in the presence of the 
sovereign at the Court, before it had been play- 








ed in public. The comedy will be played on 
the following night (Saturday) at the Princess’s 
Theatre, with the same cast as at Windsor Castle. 


Mr. CHarLes DICKENS was presented on last 
Thursday, by the members of the Literary and 
Artistic Institution Birmingham, with a splendid 
diamond ring, and a salver, both of Birmingham 
manufacture, 


Mr. Sims Reeves.—After an absence from 
the metropolis of many months, this distinguished 
vocalist will make his reappearance at Exeter 
Hall, on the occasion of Mr Allcroft’s annual 
concert, announced for Monday, the 24th inst. 


Tue following bill has just been issued to the 





denizens of San Francisco ; it is a curious pro- 


duction, and will doubtless be read with interest 
by our readers :-— 


“AMERICAN THEATRE, 
MORE NOVELTY. 

ON MONDAY NIGHT first performance in 

America of the celebrated Celestial 

TUNG HOOK TONG DRAMATIC .- 
COMPANY, 

Consisting of 128 Performers, accompanied by 

an orchestra of their own music, under the man- 

agement of 

MR. LICKEOON, MR. NORMAN ASSING, 
MR. TONG CHICK, 

The Tong Hook Tong Company, having en- 
gaged the American Theatre of this city, will 
commence, on Monday Evening, October 18th, 

series of DRAMATIC PERFOMANCES, for 
a few nights only. 

Their magnificent appointments, which are 
probably unsurpassed by any other Theatrical 
company in the world, together with their 
varied novelty of vyerformance, will be to 
American and Europeans one of the most curi- 
ous and interesting spectacles of the 

EIGHT GENII: 
Offering their Congratulations to Yuk Heven. 
the High Ruler on his Birth Day, 
Part Seconp, 
Soo Tsin made High Minister by the Six States. 
Part THirp. 

Parting at the Bridge of Par Kelo of Kevan 
Wan Chang, and Taow Tsow. 

To conclude with the Defeated Revenge,” 





LIFE, 


By SyLvEsTeER CLARENCE, GENT, 


Life’s a shadow—quickly fleeting 
From the sight of mortal eyes ; 

Man, from his birth, begins retreating, 
Until at length he droops and dies, 


Life’s like a flower—'tis fair but frail— | 
Twill linger in the shade ; 

And both before stern_winter’s gale 
Will quickly pine and fade, 


Then why seek the things of this world, 
They are fleeting as our breath ; 
Fate’s dart will soon be huil’d, 
And they’re lost to vs in death, 





GRUB STREET RHYME, 


Was Grub Street air to rhymers rare 
In ancient times a tonic ? 

A Brompton breeze as well agrees 
With modern histrionic! 


There Covent Garden shepperdess J - 
Cashiers her crook and kirtle, 

And sports a spray, in bonnet gay, 
Of Cranbourn Alley myrtle ! 
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King Dick lays down his hump and crown, 
Old Shylock casts his Jew coat, 

Cordelia weais a cotton gown, 
And Caliban a biue coat ; 


Lord Hamlet doffs his inky cloak, 
His inky face Othello, 

Cassio turns Teetotaller, 
And Fi/ch an hon st fellow ! 


In cosey trim cries Corporal Nym, 

** Wine makes our spirits gay, light, 
Ghost, fill a bumper to the brim, 

You goblins hate the day-light ! 


Moll Flaggon, Dan, Macheth, my man, 
The toast that I propose is 

King Richurd’s rose and Bardolph’s nose— 
Let’s twine the rival roses! ”’ 


Quoth Falstaff, “* Bring a cup of sack, 
No cockney champagne (gooseb’ry !)— 

Drink, Harry Percy! drink with Jack 
Who shoulder’d thee at Shrewsb’ry ! 


Dame Quickly, Desdemona, Doll, 
Sir Andrew, and Sir Toby, 
The Witches Three, a gladsome glee 
To give dull care the go-by!”’ 
Thus fly the hours in Brompton’s bowers, 
Thus drollery is out-droli’d ; 
The wine, tho’ brighter than the jokes 
Is still not half so old / 


Thus sally quips from laughing lips, 
Thus wit out-wits its witty mate, 

And Miller Joe, Chief Joker ! trips 
The Drama’s Lord legitimate. 


Democritus 1n Lonvon, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 








OYAL SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 
73, Dean St., Soho. Licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain, “Lessee, Mr. Thomas Mowbray. 
Manager, Mr. Shirley. This elegant and 
commodious Theatre, magnificently decorated, 
and complete in every department, capable of 
containing 700 persons, is now to let nightly 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, 
Public Meetings, &c, As a Dramatic Academy, 
it will be found to possess peculiar advantages, 
actual Practice on the Stage being combined 
with general tuition. The greatest attention is 
paid to the comfort and convenience of its 
patrons, while its respectability is ensured by 
a strict and correct mode of management. 
PUPILS CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE STAGE, 
INSTRUCTION given in Elocution and Action, 
Fencing, Stage Art, and every information con- 
nected with the Theatrical Profession. Terms 
may be obtained at the office of the Theatre, 
which is open daily, from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may be seen 
casts of the various plays in preparation, 
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EW ADDITION.— Magnificent Shrine or 
Memorial in Honour of the Late Ilustri- 
ous Wellington, representiag him as in the 
olden times, reposing on a tented couch, under 
a splendid canopy of the cloth of gold, dressed 
in a Field Marshal’s uniform, wearing various 
orders of knighthood, covered with the mantle 
of the Order of the Garter. Madame TUSSAUD 
and SONS’ EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square.—Admittance, 1s. 
Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 

y tear Largest, most Elegant, and best BALL 

ROOM in London. Open every Evening. 
Grand Selection of Novelties tor CHRISTMAS. 
During the week Mr. W. M, PAcker’s cele- 
brated Band will perform, in addition to the 
usual variety of Dance Music, (at the commence- 
ment of each part) one of the following Granp 
CONCERTED P1ECES, arranged expressly for his 
Orchestra, viz— Operatic Selection from Jullien’s 
Opera, “*PIETRO IL GRANDE,”’—Bellini’s 
favourite opera, ‘I PURITANI,” and Fantasia 
on Aria’s selected from the opera of “NORMA,” 
ProGRAMME—Part I.—Coucerted Piece (as 
above announced); Polka, “‘Sydenham,”’ (Ist 
time); Waltz, “Les Trois Anges,” (lst time) ; 
Quadrille, ‘* Les Follies du Carnival ;’’ Redowa, 
The Sun”; Polka, ‘* Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” 
(Ist time); Quadrille, “ Bonnie Dundie ;” 
Polka, “ Topsy’s;” Galop, “Arline,” (Bohemian 
Girl). An interval of Ten minutes. Part IT, 
Operatic Selection; Quadrille, “The Ancient 
Custom, (1st time)—W.M. Packer; Valse Gene- 
veve, (Ist time); Polka—Vocal—‘* The Sere- 
nade,” (Ist time); Quadrille, “The Oak and the 
Ivy ;”’ Schottische, “ The Windsor,’’ (1+t time) 
Polka, “The Juno,” (lst time); Galop, “The 
Blues,” Admission One Shilling. Doors open 
at Eight and close at Twelve o’clock. 


RAMATIC AND ELOCUTIONARY IN- 
Dilcaveries —Mrs. W. Wesrt, (late of the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and Covent Garden), 
begs to iuform her patrons and friends that she 
continues to give lessons in Elocution and to 
receive pupils for the STAGE, at her residence, 
277, Strand, 











SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ... se-eeseeeeee One Shilling 
Bix Months crssee serege oo seeveeeee Two Shillings. 
Twelve MOnths.....00+s0000+-eeee Four Shillings, 
Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: and. Mr, 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. Tobe had by orger in anv of the Provincia} 
Towns 
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